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REPLACED BY 

improvement table may be realized on a computer. In this case, the 
various display sections of the risk improvement table may be 
displayed on a display screen, and entry into the display sections 
may be carried out using a pointing device such as a mouse or a 
touch panel or voice input means, supplemented by a keyboard. 

Moreover, one can also envisage taking the contents of the 
explanation section and the guidance display section and contents 
introducing the risk improvement tools from a database stored on 
a storage medium such as a CD-ROM or an HDD. 

Furthermore, a computer on which is installed software for 
the risk improvement table may be connected to a host computer via 
a communications network, so that the contents of the explanation 
section and the guidance display section and contents introducing 
the risk improvement tools can be provided from the host computer, 
and a specialist 's judgement can be partially reflected in the risk 
judgement. In this case, updating of the contents can be handled 
on the host computer side, and hence the latest risk improvement 
measures can be provided. Moreover, by placing a simple terminal 
device on which is installed software for the risk improvement table 
in a household, and executing improvement guidance measures, it 
is possible to build up a history of the state of health of the 
oral cavity, which changes with time, on a host computer via a 
communication line, thus improving the accuracy of risk judgement. 

[ Industrial applicability] 

The risk improvement table disclosed in claim 1 is provided 
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with a 'risk estimation' processing part and a ' risk avoidance 
measure presentation' processing part. As a result, the risk 
improvement table can be used in risk judgement , and at the same 
time specific measures for avoiding or improving the judged risk 
can be presented. 

If, as well as a judgement criteria part that shows risk 
judgement criteria for the individual risk factors, the 'risk 
estimation' processing part is also provided with an overall risk 
display part as in claim 2 # then a judgement result of the overall 
risk at the present time for the test subject towards the specified 
disease can be indicated . As a result , it becomes possible to 
calculate an overall risk value that does not depend on the 
experience or knowledge of the person making the judgement, and 
moreover even if this person does not have specialist knowledge. 

If the display contents of the overall risk display part are 
represented in a multi-level format as in claim 3, then the risk 
at the present time towards the specified disease can be displayed 
so as to be intuitively understandable even by someone who is not 
a specialist . 

If an improvement possibility display part is provided as 
in claim 4, then a display that makes it easy to be enthusiastic 
about carrying out risk avoidance or improvement becomes possible. 

If part or the whole of the 'risk estimation' processing part 
is realized through a computer program as in claim 5 , then the effort 
required to fill in the table and carry out the processing necessary 
for the risk judgement can be reduced, and the interest of the test 
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subject can be engaged. 

If the risk improvement table is applied to the field of oral 
medicine as in claim 6, then the risk of an oral disease being 
contracted or progressing can be predicted, and moreover specific 
measures for suppressing the contraction or progression of the oral 
disease can be indicated . 

If a risk improvement method using the above-mentioned risk 
improvement table is adopted as in claim 7 , then objective judgement 
of risk and presentation of risk avoidance measures can be carried 
out simply by carrying out sequential processing in accordance with 
the display contents of the risk improvement table. 

If a risk care set in which are combined the above-mentioned 
risk improvement table and risk improvement tools is constructed 
as in claim 8 , or a risk improvement method using such a risk care 
set is adopted as in claim 9 , then more specific proposals targeting 
everything from risk judgement to risk improvement can be given. 

By following the procedure disclosed in claim 10, risk 
improvement tables for various diseases can be created. 

If a risk care business system as in claim 11 is constructed, 
then a comprehensive service from risk judgement to specific 
guidance for risk avoidance can be carried out . 
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What Is Claim ed Is: 



1. A risk improvement table, comprising: 
a risk estimation processing part; and 

a risk avoidance measure presentation processing part. 

2 . The risk improvement table according to claim 1 , 
wherein said risk estimation processing part contains a judgement 
criteria part and an overall risk display part. 

3 . The risk improvement table according to claim 1 or 
claim 2 , wherein the overall risk display part is represented in 
a multi-level format. 

4 . The risk improvement table according to any one of 
claims 1 through 3 # wherein an improvement possibility display part 
is provided. 

5. The risk improvement table according to any one of 
claims 1 through 4 , wherein part or the whole of said risk estimation 
processing part and said risk avoidance measure presentation 
processing part are realized through a computer program. 

6 . The risk improvement table according to any one of 
claims 1 through 5 , wherein the risk improvement table is applied 
to a field of oral medicine. 
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7. A risk improvement method using the risk improvement 
table according to any one of claims 1 through 6 . 

8. A risk care set, comprising the risk improvement table 
according to any one of claims 1 through 6, and risk improvement 
tools . 

9. A risk improvement method using the risk care set 
according to claim 8 . 

10. A risk improvement table creation method of creating 
the risk improvement table according to any one of claims 1 through 
6, wherein said risk estimation processing part is created through 
a sequence of operations comprising: 

identifying principal risk factors for a targeted oral 
disease ; 

eliminating ones of the identified risk factors that are 
known to be correlated to other risk factors; 

calculating risk values, which represent rates of 
contribution to disease outbreak, for the risk factors remaining 
after the elimination operation; 

establishing a relationship between an overall risk value 
calculated from the risk values for the plurality of risk factors 
and a state of progression of the oral disease; and 

identifying question -based examination items and oral 
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cavity examination items necessary for judging whether or not a 
test subject has the risk factors, and as far as possible replacing 
ones of the identified question-based examination items and oral 
cavity examination items that are unsuitable for implementation 
in a clinical setting with other items correlated thereto, thus 
adjusting the items so that only items suitable for implementation 
in a clinical setting remain. 

11. A risk care business system, comprising: 

the risk improvement table according to any one of claims 
1 through 6 , created based on the risk improvement table creation 
method according to claim 10; 

examination means for implementing a question-based 
examination and an oral cavity examination as indicated by said 
risk improvement table on each test subject; 

calculating means for applying examination results to said 
risk estimation processing part of said risk improvement table, 
working out a risk value for each risk factor judged objectively, 
and calculating an overall risk value; and 

risk improvement tools corresponding to avoidance measures 
presented by said risk avoidance measure presentation processing 
part of said risk improvement table. 
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I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
| | the international application as originally filed 

the description: 

pages 1~16 

pages 

pages 1 7,18 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



18 May 2001 (18.05.2001) 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



2-5 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



1,6-10 



, filed with the letter of 



18 May 2001 (18.05.2001) 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1-5 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



| 1 the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



. filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language . which is: 

[ | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 
| | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

| | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: r 



3. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

1 | the description, pages 

I | the claims. Nos. 

1 | the drawings, sheets/fig 



□ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-10 



9, 10 



1-8 



1-10 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP, 11-47096, A (Omron Corporation), February 



Document 2 



Document 3 : 



23, 1999 (23.02.99) 

JP, 11-47095, A (Sanyo Electric Co., Ltd.), 
February 23, 1999 (23.02.99) 

JP, 4-303438, A (Shimadzu Corp.), October 27, 
1992 (27.10.92) 



Claims 1 and 4 to 8 

The invention disclosed in Claims 1 and 4 to 8 does 
not involve an inventive step in the light of Documents 1 
and 2. Since the inventions disclosed in Documents 1 and 2 
have in common the feature of * estimating the risk to the 
illness", it would be easy for a person skilled in the art 
to conceive of applying this feature to the field of the 
oral cavity, as described in Document 2. 



Claims 2 and 3 

The invention disclosed in Claims 2 and 3 does not 
involve an inventive step in the light of Documents 1 to 
3. Since the inventions disclosed Documents 1 to 3 have in 
common the feature of * estimating the risk to the 
illness", it would be easy for a person skilled in the art 
to conceive of applying the feature of Document 2 
described above and the feature of including *a judgement 
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criteria unit and a general risk display unit" and the 
feature wherein *the general risk display unit displays 
using a multi-stage format" both disclosed in Document 3 
to the invention disclosed in Document 1. 

Claims 9 and 10 

The invention disclosed in Claims 9 and 10 involves an 
inventive step in relation to the documents cited in the 
international search report. The features disclosed in 
Claims 9 and 10 are neither disclosed nor suggested in any 
of the documents cited in the international search report. 
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